
Community Foundation of Greater Peterborough

SHINING A SPOTLIGHT ON PHILANTHROPY
2013 HIGHLIGHTS



2013 was a transformative year for the  
Community Foundation of Greater Peterborough. 
We expanded our reach to partner with, support, 

and inspire the community in new ways. 

As a public foundation created by and for the people of the City and County of Peterborough, 
the Community Foundation helps individuals, businesses, and non-profits realize their  

charitable goals and address our community’s most pressing needs. Together with volunteers, 
donors, and friends, the CFGP works to make our community more vital, welcoming and  
supportive. We share our successes and appreciation with the many caring citizens who 

supported the Community Foundation in 2013.

New this year, you will see a Highlights Report that is organized by, and tells stories about, our 
three pillars: fund building, grant making, and community leadership. All three pillars reflect 
how we help connect the dots in our community. We are thrilled to share how this past year 
we launched a number of projects designed to create positive momentum throughout our  

community, including 7 Days of Green, Vital Signs®, and Peterborough’s first Timeraiser.  
In this report you will also read about our grants to charities, and funds that have been created 

to safeguard the legacies of those who truly loved Peterborough. 

Through this report, we also take the opportunity to remind our friends and neighbours that a 
strong community begins with you. The opportunities are waiting. We are ready to help you 
craft a strategy to make a difference in the world in the ways that matter most to you. We offer 
a variety of giving vehicles to help make your philanthropy more powerful. With every choice, 

we focus on the administration of your giving so you can focus on the impact.  

Weaving together our core activities and new initiatives, in 2013 we stayed true to our mission 
to be a philanthropic and community leader dedicated to building a strong Peterborough.  

We endeavoured to inspire philanthropy in every sense and at every level. 

Because, at the Community Foundation, the Peterborough we wish to build includes you.

Andrea Dicks
Executive Director

Janice Green
Chair
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The Community Foundation of Greater Peterborough fosters philanthropy through the creation 

and management of endowed and special funds. Our grants to registered charities enhance the 

quality of life for local citizens. Since inception, we have awarded more than $400,000 in grants 

to charities throughout the community. The CFGP enables all residents to contribute to 

positive, lasting changes in our community. We are a part of a national network of more 

 than 191 community foundations across Canada.

GRANT-GIVER
As a grant-giver, we 
distribute grants to 

charities that make our 
community stronger.

COMMUNITY BUILDER
As a community builder, 
we get people talking 

about their community and 
help them to get involved 
in making it a strong and 

healthy place to live.

 MATCHMAKER
As a matchmaker, we 
connect donors to the 

causes that matter  
to them.

WE ARE A GRANT-GIVER, A MATCHMAKER, 
AND A COMMUNITY BUILDER. 

ABOUT THE FOUNDATION

Peterborough’s first Timeraiser. Celebrating 7 Days of GreenGreater Peterborough’s Vital Signs®  
2013 launch.
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As a donor, you may choose to contribute to an established 

fund, or create a fund of your own. Because donations to 

the CFGP are pooled and invested, each gift – no matter 

the size – has impact. You can also choose how your gift 

is used, and together we ensure your needs are met today 

and your wishes are respected forever. 

CREATING A FUND WITH  
THE COMMUNITY FOUNDATION 
Whether your dreams involve helping one person or 

dozens, our job is to help realize those dreams. We offer a 

variety of giving vehicles to help make your philanthropic 

actions more powerful. We connect your philanthropic  

aspirations with our financial management and grant  

making expertise to impact pressing community needs. 

FUND TYPES
A Donor-Advised Fund enables donors to participate in 

the selection of charities that will benefit from the fund. 

Donors may choose this type of fund instead of creating  

a family trust or private foundation. 

Field of Interest Funds enable donors to identify an  

area of interest that they would like to target their  

support towards. With these funds, the donor defines  

the area of interest and empowers the CFGP’s Board 

of Directors to select worthwhile projects to support. 

A Designated Fund gives donors the opportunity to  

specify, at the time the fund is established, which particular 

charities to support.

Scholarship, Bursary or Award Funds provide grants for 

educational purposes. They may be restricted in one of 

several ways, such as for use at a designated educational 

institution or for a particular course of study.

The Smart and Caring Community Builders’ Fund is  

comprised of donations, large and small, from a variety  

of sources - individuals, corporations and groups.  

The earnings enable the CFGP’s Board of Directors 

to respond to current community needs through the  

provision of grants to charities throughout the City  

and County of Peterborough. 

Memorial Funds are a way to honour and celebrate the 

memory of a loved one by carrying on their spirit through 

charitable giving. The legacy created will also provide 

friends and family with an opportunity for tribute, while 

helping our community for generations to come. 

A Charitable Organization Endowment Fund can 

be created and administered by the CFGP on behalf  

of a registered charity. This allows the organization  

freedom from investment responsibility and gives  

donors the confidence of knowing that a permanent  

foundation is in place to professionally administer the 

charity’s endowment. 

When you donate to the Community Foundation of Greater Peterborough, you share our vision 

of strengthening Peterborough to make it the best place to live, work, learn, and grow. 

CHOOSING WHERE TO GIVE

 MATCHMAKER



5

The Community Foundation of Greater Peterborough supports a wide range of 

 charitable organizations and projects that impact the City and County of Peterborough.  

In 2013, we awarded over $185,000 through grants to local charities. 

2013 GRANTS

GRANT-GIVER

GRANTS AWARDED IN 2013

4th Line Theatre

Big Brothers Big Sisters of Peterborough

Canadian Cancer Society (Pedal For Hope)

Community Living Peterborough

Elizabeth Fry Society of Peterborough

Fleming College (Kawartha Trades and Technology Centre)

GreenUP

Heads Up For Inclusion 

Hospice Peterborough 

Jamaican Self-Help

Kawartha-Haliburton Children’s Foundation 

Kawartha Land Trust

Kinark Foundation

Learning Disabilities Association of Peterborough

Market Hall Performing Arts Centre

Millbrook and Cavan Historical Society

New Canadians Centre

Peterborough Community Garden Network (hosted by GreenUP)

Peterborough Regional Health Centre Foundation

Telecare Peterborough

Youth Emergency Shelter

2013 GRANTS
BY SUBJECT AREA

Health and Wellness – 41.4%

Learning – 24.0%

Arts and Culture – 11.5%

Community Involvement – 10.7%

Environment – 4.3%

Housing – 4.3%

Food Security – 3.7%
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WELCOME! BIENVENIDO! POWITANIE! 
A grant from the Community Foundation’s Directors’ Fund 

helped the New Canadians Centre launch a community 

interpreter training program. Through the program, ten 

volunteers, together speaking nine languages, were trained 

as community interpreters to help newcomers navigate 

their way when language is a barrier. Many situations that 

English speakers may take for granted – such as register-

ing children for school, booking health appointments, or 

obtaining OHIP cards – can be insurmountable challenges 

to newcomers who are not fluent in English. The New 

Canadians Centre community interpreter program helps 

newcomers feel more at home in their community by  

offering a bridge to essential community services. 

WISER WOMEN 
A grant from the CFGP helped the Elizabeth Fry Society 

launch a new program aimed at giving women support and 

strategies to improve their lives and mitigate the debilitat-

ing impact of poverty. The Wise Women: Skills for Everyday 

Living program is based on financial literacy training, and 

started with the goal of making women more comfort-

able talking about money. Program participants – mostly 

low-income women – face daily battles relating to securing 

and maintaining suitable housing and food, and are often in 

survival mode. The Wise Women group helped six women 

to develop skills to overcome this through the eight-week 

program, learning techniques to help them to make posi-

tive, meaningful changes.

“This group has helped me to take responsibility for my finances.   
Before I separated I had no control over money, and my relationship  
was abusive. When I left, I badly needed budgeting skills but was 
afraid to even see where my situation was for real.” 
– Wise Women program participant

HOW DOES YOUR GARDEN GROW? 
Community gardens, of which there are 34 throughout  

the City and County of Peterborough, allow families and 

individuals to  grow fresh, healthy produce for very little 

money, green previously underused areas, donate to local 

food security programs, and build community spirit in  

each of the neighbourhoods. A grant from the CFGP  

allowed one such place, Bonaccord Community Garden, 

to add more than 30 new plots, expand its infrastructure, 

and add a pollinator-friendly flower bed. A portion of the 

funds will also be used to create a contest to challenge  

engineers, science students, and other community  

members to design an innovative, low-cost solution 

 to gardeners’ water access issues. 

A COLLECTIVE VISION
A donation from the Bierk Art Fund has enriched the  

healing environment at the Peterborough Regional Health 

Centre through a public art project. Collective Vision 

transformed both the inpatient and outpatient units in the 

Mental Health Services Department with vibrant images,  

converting the hallways into a dynamic and supportive 

space. Collective Vision has helped to dispel the myths and 

stigma associated by mental illness, as each artist has been 

directly or indirectly affected by mental illness. 

John Marris and Company, Collective Vision III.

GRANTS IN ACTION
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ARTSPACE 
In response to the opportunity to develop a city-funded arts and culture 

council afforded by the recently-adopted Municipal Cultural Plan, the  

Community Foundation gave a grant to Artspace to help them organize a  

public summit on best council practices and municipal support of the arts 

in 2012. A year and a half later, the Electric City Culture Council is an  

incorporated body, with a newly-elected Board, a mission and mandate,  

and held their inaugural Annual General Meeting in November 2013. 

  GWEN AND BILL BROWN FUND FOR THE ARTS

The Gwen and Bill Brown Fund for the Arts, established in 2013, is a permanent endowment 
fund that honours the artistic and cultural contributions of Gwen and Bill Brown.  Both Gwen 
and Bill were long-time residents of Peterborough, and their love of the community and of the 
role the arts hold within it was evident in all they did. Gwen was very active in Peterborough’s 
theatre scene, and was well-known in the community for many artistic contributions.

The Fund was established by Gwen and Bill’s daughter, Ginger Brown, with an initial gift of 
$50,000, and will support charitable projects and organizations within the Peterborough arts 
community that played a vital role in her parents’ lives.

“I really appreciate the opportunity that the Community Foundation has provided to me and our family  
to be able to create this special fund. We can create a lasting legacy to honour and remember my mom 
and dad and their lifelong enjoyment of, and commitment to, supporting the arts in Peterborough, which 
was always so important to them. They would be delighted, absolutely delighted.” - Ginger Brown

IMPACT OF PAST GRANTS

THE SECOND ANNUAL  
MAYOR BENNETT GIVING GALA 

Following last year’s success, the inaugural Mayor Bennett 
Giving Gala has become the Community Foundation’s 
signature fundraising event. At the 2013 gala, a sold out 
crowd of 200 raised over $70,000 to support the Community  
Foundation’s leadership activities and outreach initiatives.

From left, Hugh Waddell, Mayor Daryl Bennett and  
Jewell Bennett, CFGP Chair Janice Green, Executive Director 
Andrea Dicks, Gala Chair Nancy Waddell and MC Jeff Ayotte. 
Photo courtesy of the Peterborough Examiner.
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7 DAYS OF GREEN 
7 Days of Green was a new collaborative community  

initiative launched in 2013 to increase Peterborough’s 

 creative dialogue about local green activities while  

building awareness around green living and giving.  

The initiative was kicked off with Random Acts of Green, 

a day when community members throughout the City and 

County were challenged to incorporate green activities 

into their lives and share their acts on social media.  

Hundreds of images and stories of everyday green heroes 

were shared through social media.

7 Days of Green brought together 26 organizations in  

Peterborough with more than 20 activities and events 

throughout the week, ending the week with celebrations  

on Earth Day. 

COMMUNITY LEADERSHIP

COMMUNITY
BUILDER
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PHILANTHROPY MONTH
The Community Foundation was thrilled to host a series of 

activities to celebrate the profound impact that philanthro-

py – and those people active in the philanthropic commu-

nity – has made to our lives, our communities and our world.

Business After Hours
The CFGP kicked off Philanthropy Month in style by hosting 

the November edition of the Chamber of Commerce’s  

Business After Hours. Held at the Ashburham Alehouse, 

Chamber members learned from one hometown hero that 

you’re never too young to be a philanthropist. Eleven-year-

old Faith Dickenson shared how she started Cuddles for 

Cancer, and has sent over 500 blankets around the world, 

giving a warm hug to people undergoing cancer treatment. 

Philanthropy Forum + Creative Cocktail
The fourth annual Philanthropy Forum was a sold-out  

day of professional development, networking, and  

celebration for over 100 board members, staff, and  

volunteers of non-profit organizations. Local and  

regional experts facilitated workshops, sparked  

conversations, and delivered new strategies. 

Capping off the day’s activities was a special edition of  

Creative Cocktail, co-hosted alongside Peterborough  

Economic Development. Putting a philanthropic spin on the 

bi-monthly gathering that highlights creative economy  

workers, the evening’s Creative Cocktail heard from local 

community members, each sharing their own stories of  

community building and philanthropy.

Timeraiser
Part volunteer fair, part silent auction and part night on  

the town, Peterborough’s first Timeraiser was a smashing 

success! The Community Foundation bought artwork  

from local emerging artists, and event-goers had the  

opportunity to bid volunteer hours (rather than money)  

to win a piece of art.  In total, the Community 

Foundation raised 1910 hours – the equivalent to one  

full-time job – while also building volunteerism and 

investing in the careers of local artists. 

“Timeraiser was a fresh and new way to proactively get volunteers 
interested in joining our organization!”
–  Kawartha Youth Orchestra Coordinator Tori Owen

GREATER PETERBOROUGH’S VITAL SIGNS®  

In 2013, the CFGP joined 25 other community foundations across Canada in 

releasing a Vital Signs® report. The report provided a unique and accessible 

way for community members to learn more about the place they call home, 

painting a portrait through six subject areas. The information presented in 

Greater Peterborough’s Vital Signs® was drawn from the expertise of 

community leaders, as well as through professional data analysis.  

More than 700 people also participated in a community perception survey 

which invited them to share their thoughts on Peterborough’s strengths, 

needs, and priorities for action.  

“We firmly believe that knowing your community matters and we are continually seeking 
ways to understand our community’s strengths as well as areas of need. Vital Signs  
builds and shares knowledge so our community is better prepared to mobilize around 
the issues that matter to our citizens. This is why we created our first Vital Signs report.”
– Janice Green, Chair CFGP

GREATER PETERBOROUGH’S

2013

Adam Deemert bids volunteer 
hours at the first 

Peterborough Timeraiser.
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 Together, forming the Friends of the Community  

   Foundation exhibit for the 2013 SPARK Photo Festival,    

   Executive Director Andrea Dicks, Board members Michael  

   Harris and Bill Lockington, and former Board member  

   Dianne Lister lent their photographic talents to this 

   inaugural celebration of community and photography. 

 We hosted a second Funders’ Forum, convening  

   individuals from various funding agencies, businesses,  

   and municipalities to spend a morning networking,  

   sharing ideas, and learning best practices. 

 We demonstrated our commitment to supporting  

   important and innovative organizations at work in 

   Peterborough by announcing 15 grant recipients at  

   our Community Celebration in June.  

 We joined Community Foundations of Canada in their  

   search to find the new face for the national advertising  

   campaign for community foundations across the nation. 

 We were one of of 1,300 charities, foundations, groups,  

   businesses and brands who came together to participate  

   in Canada’s first Giving Tuesday on December 3rd. Riding 

   on the heels of Black Friday and Cyber Monday, Giving 

   Tuesday engaged millions of Canadians in a global  

   movement aimed at raising awareness for community  

   engagement, volunteering and charitable giving. 

 The Vital Signs® finding that we are a caring community  

   made PTBO Canada’s 61 Awesome Things About  

   Peterborough in 2013!

Building on the successes of 2013, we’re  

bringing back 7 Days of Green, and will once  

again release Greater Peterborough’s  

Vital Signs® in early October. 

Community is at the heart of what we do. 

Every leadership initiative we undertake and  

every grant we give centres on the belief that  

we can improve the lives of people in our  

community by investing in them. 

Whether your dreams involve helping one person 

or dozens, we’re ready to help you craft a strategy 

to make a difference in the community that 

matters most to you. 

SNEAK PEAK AT 2014

AND THERE’S MORE!
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2013 BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Janice Green (Chair)

Julie Davis
Su Ditta

Bob Gallagher
Michael Harris
Matt Holmes

Annie Johnston
Bill Lockington
John Martyn
Verne McKay

Beth McMaster
Betty Morris

Michele Nicholls
Kate Ramsay

Tony Tilly
Helene Lowry (Corporate Secretary)

Andrea Dicks (Ex-officio)

COMMITTEE MEMBERS
Governance & Nominating

Bill Lockington (Chair)
Su Ditta

Bob Gallagher
Andrea Dicks (Ex-officio)

Finance

Verne McKay (Chair)
Matt Aston

Janice Green
Betty Morris

Michele Nicholls
Alan Thomas

Andrea Dicks (Ex-officio)

Marketing & Communications

Michael Harris (Chair)
Beth McMaster

Neil Morton
Angela Rose

Kathryn Verhulst-Rogers
Laurel Atkinson (Ex-officio)

Andrea Dicks (Ex-officio)
Maryam Monsef (Ex-officio)

Thank you to our many volunteers, donors and supporters  
for your leadership, commitment and dedication. 

Resource Development

Kate Ramsay (Chair)
Su Ditta

Peter Ferguson
Kathy Green
Janice Green

David Hadden
Graham Hart
Matt Holmes

Bill Lockington
John Martyn

Beth McMaster
Andrea Dicks (Ex-officio)

This year is also bittersweet for us, as we say farewell to our founding 
Executive Director Andrea Dicks. We wish her well with new adven-
tures at Rideau Hall Foundation. Thank you, Andrea, for helping the 
Community Foundation achieve all  
that it has these past four years!

THANK YOU!



Our sincere appreciation to the following businesses and organizations for their continued 
commitment of time and support in advancing the work of the Community Foundation.

The Community Foundation of Greater Peterborough is 
one of 191 community foundations across Canada,  
and is a member of Community Foundations Canada. 

202 - 261 George St. North
Peterborough, ON K9J 3G9
705.740-2347
info@cfgp.ca www.cfgp.ca

 @cfgp_
    communityfoundationptbo

COMMUNITY INVESTORS


