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The year 2012 was an exciting one for the  
Community Foundation of Greater Peterborough,  

and we are delighted to share some of our 
accomplishments and activities with you in 

this annual Highlights Report.  

Building on past successes and introducing new initiatives throughout the year,  
we continued our mission to be the vital link between caring community members and 

local causes that matter. We extended our reach by mobilizing our grassroots community 
knowledge to provide advice and counsel to those who want to make a difference in our 

community. By playing a convening role in hosting programs, activities and events we were 
able to get people talking – about philanthropy, about our community, and about the 

opportunities to contribute to a more vibrant Peterborough. This is how we are a catalyst in 
bringing individuals and organizations together knowing that our collective impact enables 
us to tackle complex issues. We have the opportunity to do more because we do it together.   

Our accomplishments in 2012 were a result of the hard work, commitment, energy and 
support of our friends, donors and volunteers. We extend our appreciation and gratitude  

to the many people, businesses and organizations that supported the Community  
Foundation. Together, you have confirmed that doing good can change a community. 

Thank you!

At the Community Foundation, we often hear the question Can anyone be a philanthropist? 
It is our hope that the stories through this report remind you that the answer is undoubtedly 
YES. You do not need oodles of money; you do not need a fancy degree. All you need is to 
believe that you can make a difference, that you can have an impact in your community. 
And then take action. We are ready and waiting to help you to make a difference in the 

world in the ways that matter most to you.

Andrea Dicks
Executive Director

Janice Green
Chair



10 REASONS WHY PEOPLE PARTNER 
WITH THE COMMUNITY FOUNDATION

1. We are a local organization with deep roots in the  
    community, and part of a nationwide movement whose    
    support we build on and share. 

2. We bring donors to the table as community builders,  
    working closely with them to align their philanthropic  
    vision with the community’s needs. 

3. We identify long-term needs and opportunities and  
    invest in solutions that let our communities guide their  
    own future.

4. We take a broad and inclusive view of what a community  
    is, and provide grants to the widest possible range of  
    organizations and initiatives. 

5. We provide highly flexible and personal service,  
    accepting a wide variety of assets and offering donors  
    maximum tax advantage. 

6. We build permanent funds and those that can respond  
    to immediate needs, helping our community ensure a
    vital future. 

7. We multiply the impact of gift dollars by pooling them  
    with other gifts.

8. We believe that diversity is strength, so we bring the  
    entire community together to stimulate new ideas, build  
    participation and strengthen community philanthropy. 

9. We are transparent and reputable stewards of  
    community resources, committed to being accountable,  
    accessible and responsive.

10. We build community vitality—the unique and essential  
    spirit that flourishes when people believe that their  
    community holds possibilities for everyone. 
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The Community Foundation of Greater Peterborough fosters philanthropy through the 
creation and management of endowed and special funds. Our grants to registered charities 

enhance the quality of life for local citizens. The Foundation enables all residents to  
contribute to positive, lasting changes in our community. We are a part of a national 

 network of more than 185 community foundations across Canada. 

ABOUT THE COMMUNITY FOUNDATION

helping you connect the dots

DID YOU KNOW? 
Rick Mercer made a special appearance  

at the 2012 Philanthropy Forum! 
See him in action at cfgp.ca
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THE POWER OF CREATING A FUND 
WITH THE COMMUNITY FOUNDATION 

By creating a fund with the Community Foundation, donors share our vision 
to strengthen Peterborough and to make it the best place to live, work, learn 

and grow through the power of giving. 

The Community Foundation offers a variety of giving  
vehicles to help make your philanthropic actions  
more powerful. With every choice, we focus on the 
administration of your giving so you can focus on the  
impact. We connect your philanthropic aspirations and  
our financial management and grant making expertise, 
with pressing community needs. 

CHOOSING WHERE TO GIVE
The Community Foundation approach to giving is unique 
in the way that we bring donors to the table as community 
builders, and help them formulate their philanthropic 
goals, matching their interests and concerns with  
community needs and existing organizations. 

Donors may contribute to any one of our current funds  
or may wish to establish a fund of their own. Because  
donations to the Community Foundation are pooled and  
invested, each gift – no matter the size – has impact.  
Donors can also choose how their gift is used while we  
ensure their needs are met today and that their wishes  
are respected forever. 

FUND OPTIONS

Field of Interest Fund: Allows the donor to designate a 
specific area of interest from which charitable grants can  
be made.

Designated Fund: Gives donors the opportunity to 
specify which charity(s) they would like to support on an 
ongoing manner.

Donor Advised Fund: Enables donors to have ongoing 
participation in the selection of charities that will benefit 
from their grants.

Agency Fund: Offers registered charities the  
opportunity to establish an endowment fund within the 
Community Foundation.

Managed Fund: A charitable organization entrusts the 
Community Foundation with the management of their fund 
while they retain ownership.

Unrestricted Fund: These funds help the Community 
Foundation meet unexpected or emerging local needs that 
can’t always be anticipated. They benefit a broad spectrum 
of charitable work, helping every part of the community.

Whether your dreams involve helping one person or dozens, our job is to help realize those dreams. 

“Our family fund is called Donna’s Garden to honour my bride of almost half a century. 
In her four decades of service with child welfare at the Kawartha Haliburton Children’s  

Aid Society, she observed that although state safety nets have been established  
sometimes a youngster can fall through the cracks. We hope to change this.  

Why? I’ve been lucky. It’s payback time.”  

- Bob Geddes, Donna’s Garden: Geddes Family Fund  
  within the Community Foundation of Greater Peterborough    
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The Community Foundation supports a wide range of charitable organizations  
and projects that impact the City and County of Peterborough.  

In 2012, we awarded over $135,000 through grants to local charities. 

GRANTS AWARDED
IN 2012

GRANTS
AWARDED 

IN 2012

KAWARTHA
WORLD ISSUES

CENTRE

HOMEGROWN
HOMES

INSTITUTE 
FOR CANADIAN

CITIZENSHIP

ARTSPACE
(page 7) 

KAWARTHA
FOODSHARE

SALVATION
ARMY

YMCA OF  
CENTRAL EAST

ONTARIO
(page 6)

UNITED WAY OF 
PETERBOROUGH

AND DISTRICT

PETERBOROUGH
HISTORICAL

SOCIETY

MILLBROOK
AND CAVAN
HISTORICAL

SOCIETY
(page 7)

KAWARTHA
YOUTH

ORCHESTRA

FLEMING
COLLEGE: 

Kawartha Trades 
and Technology 

Centre

PETERBOROUGH  
NATIVE

LEARNING 
PROGRAM

HABITAT FOR 
HUMANITY

PETERBOROUGH 
& DISTRICT: 

Women’s Build
HABITAT FOR 

HUMANITY
PETERBOROUGH 

& DISTRICT:
Lakefield Build

(page 6)
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HOME SWEET HOME
The inaugural grant recipient of The Good Samaritan 
Hands-Up Fund within the Community Foundation,  
was announced this year. This grant was directed to  
Habitat for Humanity Peterborough & District’s Lakefield 
Build, and assisted a single mom, her three daughters and 
teenage son move into their new home. 

“I never thought home ownership was a possibility.  
I didn’t make enough to get approved for a mortgage.  
I couldn’t save enough for a down payment, and still be able 
to provide a comfortable living situation for my kids. So we 
lived in a two bedroom apartment, where the girls shared 
one bedroom and my son had his own room. I slept in the 
living room on the couch. It was an older home with little 
or no insulation and large older windows which meant our 
house was always cold. I had concerns for mould because 
our roof leaked every year which caused water damage.

Since moving into our new home, the kids have been  
happier. They have their own rooms and have been able to 
decorate them and make it their own. They take such pride 
in showing their friends their new house.

Watching them grow and build relationships and always 
have a home to call theirs gives me more confidence as a 

IN THE SPOTLIGHT

ONCE UPON A YOUNG MOM
A grant from the Community Foundation’s Directors’ Fund enabled the 
YMCA to expand a much needed program and service for young mothers
in our community.  “Young Moms Working Out” is designed to provide 
young mothers on limited incomes with a combination of fitness activities, 
healthy living programs and positive social interactions for improved 
parenting skills. Thirteen new and expecting moms along with 14 children 
participated in the first phase of the program. 

Sarah* and her newborn son, Charlie* are active participants in the program. 
Sarah enjoys a workout while Charlie spends time at the YMCA’s Kids Care 
centre. Sarah and the other moms learn to become mindful of their stress 
levels, energy levels and moods. “Having that time to myself, the opportunity 
to socialize, receive useful information and meet other moms are what keep 
me coming back to the program”, says Sarah.  

At the end of the ten-week program, moms are offered a subsidized  
membership to the YMCA so that they can continue building on their skills. 

*Names were changed to protect the privacy of individuals

parent. I am grateful and very appreciative of everything 
that Habitat and the community of Lakefield has done for 
our family.” Alison, proud homeowner in Lakefield.

Young Moms Working Out is an initiative 
led by the YMCA and funded by the  
Community Foundation.

New Lakefield homeowners supported by the  
Community Foundation.
Photo credit: Habitat for Humanity.
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In 2011, the Community Foundation awarded one of its  
inaugural grants to the Peterborough Welcome Pass – a 
program of the Peterborough Partnership Council on 
Immigrant Integration (PPCII). 

The grant allowed for the initial design of the program 
which has a goal to provide newcomers access to free  
or discounted admissions at participating cultural and  
recreational spaces throughout Peterborough City  
and County. 

Now in its second year, the program has expanded to  
over 20 member organizations, over 200 pass holders,  
and has increased its reach to include local businesses  
and the international students at Trent University and  
Fleming College. 

IN THE SPOTLIGHT

PRESERVING HISTORY  
IN CAVAN MONAGHAN
The Cavan Monaghan and Millbrook Legacy Fund was  
established at the Community Foundation to facilitate the 
philanthropic wishes of individuals who are interested in 
leaving a legacy in the township of Cavan Monaghan.  

To honour a generous gift from the It’s About Water 
campaign, the inaugural grant from the Cavan Monaghan 
and Millbrook Legacy Fund was awarded to the Millbrook 
and Cavan Historical Society; taking on important cultural 
preservation activities. The grant allowed the Millbrook and 
Cavan Historical Society to obtain storage materials and 
conservation equipment for the collection. It also provided 
them with the opportunity to engage, on a contract basis, 
a Consultant in Museum Practice to undertake key work to 
aid in their growth and development.  

ARTS, CULTURE  
AND A CREATIVE ECONOMY
Through its Directors’ Fund, the Community Foundation  
provided a grant to Arstpace to facilitate a dialogue about 
the creation of a Culture Council. With the support of this 
grant, local artists and stakeholders from a variety of sectors 
gathered for a full day of sessions to help guide and inform 
the direction of Peterborough’s Culture Council. 

The Community Foundation believes that the Arts contribute 
significantly to the quality of life, cultural identity, social  
well-being, and economic prosperity of our community.  
As Peterborough transitions from an industrial economy to 
one driven by creative thinkers, an effective Culture Council 
will play an integral role in building partnerships with  
tourism, business, education, health and government to 
foster a strong creative community. 

CHECKING IN: Update on a 2011 Grant

COMMUNITY FOUNDATION DOLLARS GOING FAR WITH THE PETERBOROUGH WELCOME PASS

Supporters and participants celebrate  
the Peterborough Welcome Pass

REMEMBER, REMEMBER THE 5TH OF NOVEMBER! 
The Community Foundation is hosting a Business After Hours event with the  

Peterborough Chamber of Commerce on November 5th, 2013.
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PARTNERSHIPS

BUILDING A STRONG  
PETERBOROUGH GreenUP
Like many non-profits, Peterborough GreenUP has faced 
and overcome challenges with funding throughout its  
20-year history. As part of its resource development  
strategy, GreenUP has partnered with the Community 
Foundation of Greater Peterborough and established  
an endowment fund.

Becoming a fund holder with the Community Foundation 
helps ensure financial stability for the future.  

GreenUP made this decision with a few factors in mind: 

• Having an endowment fund that is managed by the  
  Community Foundation is comforting for donors.  

• Like many small to medium sized non-profits,  being a  
  fund holder with the Community Foundation allows  
  GreenUP to leverage the expertise of the Community  
  Foundation. In this management role, the Community 
  Foundation handles all administrative details of the  
  fund – so that GreenUP’s staff is able to spend their 
  time where it’s needed most.

•  The funds invested with the Community Foundation are  
  not only professionally managed and secure, but will  
  plant the seeds for a stronger and financially stable  
  GreenUP for years to come.

KAWARTHA HERITAGE CONSERVANCY
Another philanthropic fund managed by the Community 
Foundation is the Kawartha Heritage Conservancy (KHC) 
Stewardship Fund. This is a permanent endowment fund 
supporting KHC’s programs to acquire and steward  
significant natural and cultural lands in the region.

KHC’s mission is to preserve a deeply interconnected, 
highly delicate, natural system that supports an abundance 
of life indigenous to the area.

By creating these avenues to contribute to a common  
cause, KHC is constantly bringing people together with 
the ultimate goal of fostering a sense of belonging and 
strengthening the community as a whole.

“It made perfect sense 
for GreenUP to create an 
endowment fund at the 
Community Foundation. 
Endowed funds are gifts 
that keep on giving, so  
that funding should help  
to sustain Peterborough  

GreenUP in the long-term.”   

- Axel Tscherniak, former 
executive director of  
GreenUP (left)

DID YOU KNOW? 
Our partnership with the GPA EDC includes a new addition to Creative Cocktail,  
called ‘Community Moment’. It’s our way of shining the spotlight on the creative,  

philanthropic initiatives that enhance the vibrancy of our community.

“The Community Foundation has a strong alignment  
with the goals of our organization - namely community 
leadership in maintaining our natural spaces. It just made 
sense for us to turn to the Community Foundation 
when we began thinking seriously about setting up 
a permanent endowment.” 

- Mike Hendren, Executive Director, KHC

McKim-Garsonnin Conservation Easement (Bethany Hills), 
preserved property by Kawartha Heritage Conservancy. 

Photo credit: Randall Romano
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INAUGURAL MAYOR BENNETT  
GIVING GALA
A sold out crowd of 200 members of the Peterborough 
community gathered for the inaugural Mayor Bennett 
Giving Gala in January 2012, helping to raise more than 
$55,000 in support of the Community Foundation and 
its mission to improve the lives of people in the City and 
County. The gala provided guests with an opportunity to 
connect with many like-minded individuals, companies  
and organizations interested in helping to a build a  
vibrant and strong Peterborough.  

COMMUNITY CELEBRATION  
At the annual community celebration, donors, volunteers 
and grant recipients joined together to acknowledge the 
collective accomplishments of the Community Foundation. 
The event featured announcements of grant recipients and 
a celebration of various milestones of the past year and a 
look ahead to upcoming initiatives. 

From left to right: Jewell Bennett, Daryl Bennett,  
Nancy Waddell, Andrea Dicks, and Bill Lockington  

enjoy the inaugural Gala.  

Photo Credit: A Clifford Skarstedt photo - courtesy of  
The Peterborough Examiner

From left to right: Julie Davis - Community Foundation 
Board Member, grant recipient Deanna Guttman - Kawartha 
Youth Orchestra and Janice Green, Community Foundation 
Board Chair.

SAVE THE DATE! 
The next Philanthropy Forum takes place on November 14, 2013. 

Bonus: it will be followed by a special edition of Creative Cocktail. 

“Over time, the issues we face may grow in complexity. The Peterborough I envision  
shares a corporate culture of not just giving money, but of giving time too. It is a vision 
where corporations are actively seeking opportunities to know the faces and stories of  
individuals they impact. Because I have benefited so much from the great people in our 
company and the people we impact through our philanthropy, such as our partnership  
with the Community Foundation, I hope that other corporations in the community  
benefit from the same culture of caring and giving.” 

- Doug Boden, Regional Manager, Freedom 55 Financial, Community Foundation partner



PHILANTHROPY MONTH
In honour of National Philanthropy Day, which  
recognizes and celebrates the profound impact that  
philanthropy has made to our lives, our communities 
and our world, and with proclamations from both the  
City and County of Peterborough, the Community  
Foundation extended its philanthropic celebrations for 
the entire month of November. Throughout Philanthropy 
Month, the community was invited to participate in a 
number of dynamic events including:

A Winning Recipe
Creative Cocktail + Philanthropy 
The complex issues and limited resources facing the 
non-profit sector motivate its creative workers to maximize 
their impact. This reality, along with the Community  
Foundation’s desire to connect the influential non-profit 
community with the diverse business community, were 
catalysts for a partnership with the Greater Peterborough 
Area Economic Development Corporation (GPA EDC) and 
co-hosting a special edition of  Creative Cocktail. With a 
rousing evening of inspiring stories of impact and network-
ing with more than 300 members of our community, 
Philanthropy Month was launched.  

2012 Philanthropy Forum 
For the third consecutive year, the Community Foundation 
gathered over 100 board members, staff and volunteers  
of non-profit organizations for a day of professional  
development, networking and celebration of National  
Philanthropy Day. Participants gained valuable, practical, 
and professional advice regarding organizational  
storytelling, social innovation, enhancing community  
profile, social media strategies, and more. Following the 
Forum was a community reception featuring Gillian Hewitt 
Smith, whose work and research at the Institute for  
Canadian Citizenship reminded guests that community 
building through volunteerism and giving are hallmarks  
of Canadian culture. 

Collective Impact Workshop
The concept of Collective Impact is based on the belief  
that united we are stronger. It investigates the question:   
what if non-profits, governments, businesses, and the 
public were brought together around a common agenda to 
address many of our most serious and complex social  
problems? Liz Weaver, Vice President of Tamarack,  
an Institute for Community Engagement, facilitated the  
session which attracted over 70 community leaders  
interested in learning about the potential of collective  
impact and how to use this approach to transform 
collaborative efforts in Peterborough. 

2012 HIGHLIGHTS
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Philanthropy Forum participants reflect on what inspired 
them most that day.

The special edition of Creative Cocktail was attended by 
over 300 members of Peterborough’s creative and  
philanthropic community.
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LOOKING AHEAD: 2013 Preview 

1. We doubled in size! With support from Community 
Futures Development Corporation and the Eastern Ontario 
Development Program we hired a Community Outreach 
Coordinator in 2012. 

2. Committed to supporting a sustainable future for the 
Greater Peterborough Area, we are a proud funder of  
Sustainable Peterborough. 

3. We’re spreading our wings across the country! Current 
board member and founding chair, Bill Lockington has 
joined Community Foundations of Canada’s national board 
to represent Peterborough’s philanthropic interests while 
strengthening the national movement. 

4. Our staff may be Hollywood-bound. Check out their 
appearances on our YouTube Channel, Facebook page and 
Twitter feed. 

5. We believe conversation is always key; we held  
Peterborough’s first Funders Forum where we gathered 
grant makers to begin a conversation based on mutual 
interests and collaborative opportunities.

We have an exciting new initiative to introduce to you in 
the spring: 7 Days of Green. In November, we will once 
again host Philanthropy Month in Peterborough – and we 
have plans to make it bigger in 2013! 

At the Community Foundation, we are dedicated to  
improving the lives of people in Peterborough through  
local giving, grant making and community development  
initiatives. We believe that a strong community begins  

6. As a funding partner of the Green Business Peterborough 
Program, we support the work of Peterborough GreenUP  
and our local Chamber of Commerce as they encourage 
businesses to reduce waste, save energy, and adopt 
sustainable business practices.

7. Philanthropy Month was #11 on PTBOCanada’s list of 61 
Awesome Things in Peterborough in 2012!

8. Community Foundations across Canada collectively hold 
over $3 billion in assets making the Community Foundation 
of Greater Peterborough a part of one of the country’s largest  
supporters of local charities.

9. His Excellency the Right Honourable David Johnston, 
Governor General of Canada, currently serves as our Patron 
and is working with Community Foundations across Canada 
to build better places to live, work, and play. 

10. We believe that anyone can be a philanthropist.  
Philanthropy is a marvelous quality each of us has inside.  
It’s a generosity of spirit, a desire to help, a firm belief you 
can make a real difference in your community regardless  
of how much or how little you have to give.

At the Community Foundation, our focus for 2013 will be to continue the strong momentum 
of the previous year.  We look forward to creating new funds with individuals who are  

committed to building a stronger Peterborough – for both now and the future.  

with its residents. The opportunities are waiting. Whether 
your dreams involve helping one person or dozens, our job 
is to help realize those dreams. We’re ready to help you 
craft a strategy to make a difference in the world in the 
ways that matter most to you. We offer a variety of giving 
vehicles to help make your philanthropy more powerful.  
With every choice, we focus on the administration of your 
giving so you can focus on the impact. We look forward to 
partnering with you to build a stronger Peterborough. 

COMMUNITY FOUNDATION
QUICK FACTS OF 2012



2012 BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Janice Green (Chair)

Julie Davis
Su Ditta

Bob Gallagher
Michael Harris
Bill Lockington 

John Martyn
Verne McKay

Beth McMaster
Betty Morris

Michele Nicholls
Kate Ramsay

Tony Tilly
Helene Lowry (Corporate Secretary)

Andrea Dicks (Executive Director, Ex-officio)

COMMITTEE MEMBERS

Governance & Nominating
Bill Lockington (Chair)

Su Ditta
Bob Gallagher

Andrea Dicks (Ex-officio)

Finance
Verne McKay (Chair)

Janice Green
Betty Morris
Alan Thomas

Andrea Dicks (Ex-officio)

Marketing & Communications
Michael Harris (Chair)

Gordon Brewerton
Beth McMaster

Angela Rose
Kathryn Verhulst-Rogers
Andrea Dicks (Ex-officio)

Maryam Monsef (Ex-officio)

THANK YOU

COMMUNITY PARTNERS

Thank you to our many volunteers, donors and supporters for your leadership, commitment and dedication.

Our community partners help advance the work of the Community Foundation. Our sincere appreciation to  
the following businesses and organizations for their continued commitment of time and support: 

Resource Development
Kate Ramsay (Chair)

Su Ditta
Janice Green
Kathy Green

Peter Ferguson
David Hadden
Graham Hart
Matt Holmes

Bill Lockington
Beth McMaster

Andrea Dicks (Ex-officio)

202-261 George St. North, 
Peterborough, ON K9J 3G9
705.740.2347
info@cfgp.ca   www.cfgp.ca 

Join the conversation on Twitter @cfgp_
Find more photos on our Facebook page at ‘Community Foundation of Greater Peterborough’
Watch our videos on YouTube at commfoundationPTBO


