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Our Purpose

Our Work

Our Approach

Inspiring giving to
build a vital community
for everyone.

The Community Foundation partners
with donors to make key investments
in community vitality, directing grants
to charitable projects that support
the long-term wellbeing of the City
and County of Peterborough. We
work to strengthen the charitable
sector by connecting organizations
with opportunities for learning,
development and collaboration.
We promote community knowledge
and dialogue around important needs,
opportunities and trends, directing
energy and resources to priority
issues in our community.

We mobilize knowledge, assets and
relationships to improve quality of life
in the City and County of Peterborough.
By combining and investing gifts of all
sizes in a pooled fund, we work with
donors to build sustainable community
resources that can address the
challenges and opportunities facing
Peterborough now and in the future.

Special thanks to those who retired from
the Board of Directors in 2017

• We invested $514,873 in 73
grants to 46 local charities

Michael Harris
Annie Johnston
Kim McLeod

Staff
John Good,
Executive Director
Jennifer DeBues,
Manager of Granting, Donor Services
and Administration
Nicole Gagliardi,
Manager of Programs and Communications
The Community Foundation is a public
foundation and a registered charity. You can
access audited financial statements at
www.cfgp.ca and view our profile on the Canada
Revenue Agency website at www.cra-arc.gc.ca.
Charitable Registration Number:
876232315 RR0001

In 2017…

In 2017…

• We made our largest grant to
date, $300,000 to the Mount
Community Centre
• We received $745,910 in gifts
from local donors
• We created 5 new funds in
partnership with donors

Community Knowledge
in Action
The work of building community vitality
involves an understanding of our community’s
strengths and needs in order to work together
to move ourselves forward. We use Vital Signs
to help guide the Foundation’s most important
decisions, whether it’s investing our grants in
projects and charities that are on the front lines
of community building or working with donors to
develop funds that really make a difference, now
and for years to come.
Vital Signs helps to paint a picture of where we
are as a community, but it’s up to us to figure out
where we should go from here.

A vital conversation at Trent University.

During the month of October 2017, Vital
Conversations brought more than 700 people
together in the Peterborough area to talk about
our community’s Vital Signs. Those conversations
generated 654 action ideas that are summarized
in this list of community priorities.
10 things to do to build a vital community
1.

Strengthen community connections

2. Support local economic development
3. Do the work of reconciliation
4. Build a safe and inclusive community
5. Meet everyone’s basic needs
6. Enrich community dialogue
7. Deepen civic engagement
8. Enhance and expand public transit
9. Improve access to health and wellness
10. Keep schools open
Members of the Kawartha Muslim Religious
Association leading a Vital Conversation.

These 10 priorities are our community’s to-do list.
By taking action and making change together, we
can build a vital community for everyone.

What will you do?
Donate • Volunteer • Advocate •
Lead • Connect
A donation to the Vital Community Fund
will support the local charities working on
our community’s top priorities. See page 10
for more information.

Our Impact

Grants 2011 – 2017
80

With our donors, the Community Foundation has invested
over $1.6 million in charitable projects since making
our first grant in 2011. From support for affordable
housing, education and care for those in need to the arts,
recreation and environment, these investments cover the
breadth of our community and add depth to the vitality
of the City and County of Peterborough.
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70
2017 grant recipients celebrate
their work of building our vital
community together.
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Kawartha Food Share

2017 Grants
4th Line Theatre

Elizabeth Fry Society

Art Gallery of Peterborough

Greater Peterborough Health
Services Foundation

Camp fYrefly, Ontario
Camp Kawartha
Canadian Canoe Museum
Canadian Mental Health
Association
Community Care Peterborough
Curve Lake First Nation
DeafBlind Ontario Services
Douro-Dummer Public Library

GreenUP
Greenwood United Church
Habitat for Humanity
Peterborough & District

Kawartha Haliburton
Children’s Foundation
Kawartha Komets
Kawartha Sexual Assault
Centre
Kawartha World Issues Centre
Kawartha Youth Orchestra
KMRA Meal Exchange

Heads Up for Inclusion

New Canadians Centre

Healthy Minds Canada

Ontario Turtle Conservation
Centre

Horizons of Friendship
InterPares

PARN

2015

2016

2017

Value of grants

Peterborough & District
United Way

The Elizabeth Fry Society
of Peterborough

Trent Valley Archives

Peterborough Field Naturalists

The Mount Community Centre

Peterborough Museum &
Archives

Thomas A. Stewart Secondary
School Foundation

USC Canada

Peterborough Symphony
Orchestra

Toronto Star Children’s
Charities

Public Energy

Township of Otonabee-South
Monaghan

ReFrame Film Festival
The Canadian Canoe Museum

Trent University

$0

United Way Durham Region
Warming Room Ministries St. Johns Anglican Church
YES Shelter for
Youth & Families
YMCA of Central East Ontario
YWCA Peterborough
Haliburton

Grants from funds held at the Community Foundation of Greater Peterborough were augmented with
support received through the Community Fund for Canada’s 150th, a collaboration between the Community
Foundation of Greater Peterborough, Community Foundations of Canada, the Government of Canada, and
extraordinary leaders from coast to coast to coast.

Jiimaan
Project
In the fall of 2017, canoe builder Chuck
Commanda worked at the Canadian Canoe
Museum to construct a traditional Kitigan Ziibistyle birch bark canoe.
Just two weeks after they unrolled a 6-metre
sheet of birch bark in the Museum’s Preserving
Skills gallery, Chuck and an enthusiastic team of
helpers applied the last coatings of pitch to the
seams of a brand-new canoe. As they carried the
canoe out on its way to the Lift Lock for its first
paddle, an intoxicating smell of heated spruce
gum lingered in the Museum workshop.
The project was open for the public to view and
for most involved, looking back on the fifteenday canoe building project would be a blur of
guests, groups, media, students and virtual
classroom visits from across North America,
all wanting to witness or share in the project.

Building the birch bark canoe in the Preserving Skills
Gallery at the Canadian Canoe Museum.

$5000 grant to the
Canadian Canoe
Museum

In total, 545 students were able to engage with
and learn from the Jiimaan Project either in
person or via Skype.
The celebration of Indigenous canoe making
traditions has become a potent symbol of cultural
affirmation in the modern age. More than offering
simply a means to get around, Indigenous
canoe making practices are a celebration of
complex and ancient relationships with familiar
landscapes and waterways: an environment
that is sometimes taken for granted. These rich
connections can offer lessons for all Canadians
today, and to that end, the completed canoe is
now on display at The Canadian Canoe Museum
where it will continue to inspire all Canadians on
the path to reconciliation.

Talwood Towers
Pollinator Garden
A few hundred feet from Peterborough’s Talwood
Towers, there’s a bi-lingual sign, in both English and
Arabic, inviting community members to enjoy and
maintain a beautiful pollinator garden. Planted by
twenty-five volunteers in 2017, the garden brought
Syrian families who had recently moved to the area
together with long-term community members
to do the hard work of planting the garden and
building new relationships.
The neighbours worked together to prep the site,
removing overgrown brush and invasive species,
till the land, and enrich the soil with compost.
More than forty species of perennial and droughttolerant native species of plants were planted
in the soil, along with two fruit trees, before
mulching the area to support water conservation
and manage weeds. The volunteers were

Gardeners gather at the new Pollinator Garden in
the Talwood Towers neighbourhood.

$2000 grant to
GreenUP

guided by a collaboration between three local
organizations: GreenUP, Peterborough Pollinators
and the Nourish Project.
After the planting was complete, the group shared
a celebratory meal with all of the community
gardeners and volunteers who had helped with
the project. Today, the 40 gardeners who have
plots in the neighbouring community garden
benefit from a healthier and more robust
pollinator habitat that is attracting more bees
and butterflies to their veggie plants, and more
than 400 people who live in the nearby Talwood
area are enjoying a more inviting, beautiful and
sustainable neighbourhood.

The Mount
Food Centre
Picture a state-of-the-art kitchen that serves as
‘the heart of the home’. This is the concept that is
guiding development of the Mount Food Centre,
wth a café, bakery and professional kitchen, the
Food Centre will be a gathering place that will
support community sustainability and health,
addressing issues of food security, while also
offering education and employment training for
people of all ages.
The Food Centre will foster community wellbeing
as a space to nourish body and soul, where people
gather to share stories, traditions, recipes, skills
and talents. A space where we break down the
stigma surrounding poverty and ability; where
meaningful conversations unfold with diverse
people gathering and learning together.

An intergenerational cooking workshop at
the Mount Food Centre.

$300,000 grant
to the Mount
Community Centre

Walk through its doors and you might see a
group of tenants gathering to prepare shared
meals, friends enjoying a safe and comfortable
space to catch up over coffee, a local food
entrepreneur sampling new offerings, hot
meals being prepped for delivery to seniors and
adults with physical challenges or young people
receiving food service training.
It’s a space where you hear the sound of laughter,
enjoy the scent of fresh-baked bread and feel a
sense of connection. It’s a space where food will
be created with care, shared with compassion
and where learning and innovation flourish. It’s
a space where people feel nourished, loved and
accepted, inviting a sense of belonging for anyone
who walks through its doors.

Returning Baby
Turtles to the Wild
On July 7, more than 200 community members
gathered at a local wetland to release 26 baby
snapping turtles, which had been rescued,
incubated, hatched and raised at the Ontario
Turtle Conservation Centre..
Twenty-five volunteers were on hand to make
sure the event ran smoothly, loading cars, setting
up tables, walking through the crowds with the
hatchlings, making sure that everyone had a
chance to meet the baby turtles up close before
they were released back to the wild.
Fifteen enthusiastic participants were selected by
draw to release a baby snapping turtle – a once
in a lifetime experience! Community members
at the event had opportunities to interact with a
non-releasable snapping turtle, learning about
turtles’ biological characteristics, threats to turtle
populations, and the important role turtles play

Baby turtles being released in the wetland.

$2000 grant
to Ontario Turtle
Conservation
Centre

in our local watershed. Participants also walked
away with “I brake for turtles” bumper stickers
along with tips on what to do when a turtle is
encountered on the road.
The event made a significant impact,
engaging community members of all ages and
backgrounds in direct conservation and building
up the knowledge and tools our community
needs to become active stewards of local turtles
and wetlands.

Our Approach

Members of the Kawartha
Youth Orchestra rehearsing
(left), and the late John
Martin (below).

We work with donors to build sustainable community resources
that can address the challenges and opportunities facing our
community now and for years to come.

Giving together
What does it take to build a vital community?
It takes knowledge of our community’s strengths,
a recognition of where we need to make changes,
and an understanding of how we’re growing and
changing over time. It takes vision, to decide

Be a part of the vital
community movement
By giving together, we can meet
today’s challenges and build for
tomorrow. Whether you give $10.00
or 10% of your salary, every gift is
combined and invested in the fund,
building a permanent endowment
that we can use to take action and
make change, together.

what kind of future we want for our community.
And it takes a commitment to working together,
through our differences, to do what needs to be
done to build that future.
The Vital Community Fund is our community’s
resource to support the people, ideas and activities
that build community vitality in the Peterborough
area. Grants from this fund will support charities
in the City and County of Peterborough that are
working on our community’s top priorities.
This is how we build a vital community. Step by
step, brick by brick, each of us doing what we can,
every act, big or small, building up the foundation
of our community.

The power of giving quietly
John Martin was a well-known community
member with a strong philanthropic legacy, who
knew that financially disadvantaged kids can face
many barriers to participating in team sports and
extracurricular activities. In 2015, John’s family
and friends established the Moustache Fund in his
memory, keeping with his long held preference
to give quietly, but effectively. One of the fund’s
early grants was directed to the Kawartha Youth
Orchestra to provide bursaries to young musicians
facing financial barriers.
“We recognize that excellence requires
opportunities for training and education,”
says Helen Ball, President at KYO. “We are
now supporting nine musicians who are in
financial need, allowing them to participate in
this incredible musical experience.” Helen tells
us that the impact of the bursaries has been
transformational for the young musicians,
“two of our bursary recipients graduated in
June 2017 and are both in music programs at the
University of Toronto and Dalhousie University.
We are very proud of them and this would not
have been possible without the grant.”
But the organization has been transformed
as well. The announcement of the grant
from the Moustache Fund struck a chord with
an anonymous donor, who was inspired by
the impact of the grants on the youth and
organization. The donor approached the

Community Foundation to establish the Tenuto
Trust, an Agency Designated Fund that will
make annual grants to the Kawartha Youth
Orchestra. From an initial donation of $30 000,
the Tenuto Trust will grow and provide a legacy of
dependable, long-term support for the orchestra.
Helen sums up the immediate and lasting impact
of these quiet and inspiring gifts, saying “we
are growing and the KYO is more popular with
young musicians and community mentors than
ever before. We’re firmly focused on carrying our
tradition of orchestral success into the future, and
ensuring that the orchestra is accessible to all
those young musicians interested in participating.”

Build your legacy
Including a charitable bequest in your will is
a simple way to make a lasting gift to your
community while offering you convenience
and peace of mind for your future plans.
A legacy gift allows you to support charities
or causes that are important to you, long after
you are gone. Connect with the Foundation to
begin building your legacy today.

Giving life to a friend’s legacy
Growing up in Peterborough’s East City, Scott
Kidd was always the one who made everyone
laugh, the spark that brought people together.
He had a natural ability to make meaningful
connections with those who crossed his path.
With an innate curiosity to try new experiences,
he had a way of bringing joy to every situation,
whether he was playing sports or participating in
the arts.
Scott had an amazing group of friends who
continue to cherish the impact he had on their
lives. Recently a small group of those friends, led
by Jay Barry, Jason Moore, Michael Wilson and
Kevin Webster, founded the Scott Kidd Memorial
Fund at the Community Foundation, as a way
for all of Scott’s friends to remember Scott and
carry on his legacy. “We all miss him greatly,”
noted the founders. “Scott played a huge part in
our lives, and helped shape who we are today as
friends, individuals, dads and husbands. He left
us way too early, but his legacy lives on through
us, and we’d be remiss if we didn’t share that
with the community we all grew up in.”
The fund will offer a scholarship to a graduating
student from TASS, Scott’s alma mater, with
the hope of supporting young people to pursue
their passion and make positive contributions in
their community. “It’s what Scott did during his
life, and it’s what he would still be doing, if he
was here,” say the founders. “Scott’s fund will

Set up a Fund
By establishing a fund with the Community
Foundation, you will have the flexibility to
shape your own charitable giving to reflect
your values and interests. Professional
management by the Community
Foundation ensures that the process is
simple and straightforward. Whether you
want to address an urgent need in the
community, honour the memory of a loved
one or support your favourite charity, a fund
with the Community Foundation ensures
that your gift will make a lasting difference
in Peterborough.

Charlie and Martha on their
wedding day in Young’s Point.
co-founded Artsweek. Established by Liz’s
friends and family, the Bierk Art Fund supports
innovative arts and culture projects in the City of
Peterborough and surrounding area.

New traditions of giving
continue to provide a spark to support young
people who share his zest for life, love of family,
and genuine kindness.”
It’s one more way for all of Scott’s friends to keep
his unique spark alive. “We’re all in a position
now, at this point in our lives, to be able to put
this fund together and honour a great friend to
so many. This is all about Scott, and the fund will
be a great addition to his legacy.”

When Charlie Bierk and Martha Ramsay got
married in August 2017, it just made sense to
them to have the wedding at Martha’s family
farm in Young’s Point, the same place where
her parents were married over 30 years before.
Over seventy friends and family members
camped out in the field for the weekend, with
100 more guests joining in for the ceremony,
outdoor BBQ and late-night dancing.
“It was untraditional and unfussy and perfectly us,”
says Charlie. “The whole weekend was magical.
We felt so grounded in love from so many corners…
to have our families and friends together, enjoying
each other, celebrating us, we’ve never felt so
grateful for our community.”
Charlie and Martha added another personal touch
to their nuptials; instead of gifts, they asked their
guests to make a donation to the Bierk Art Fund,
created in memory of Charlie’s mom, Liz, who
passed away from melanoma in 2007.
Liz was incredibly invested in fostering creativity
in her community. During her life, she served on
the board of the Peterborough Singers and 4th
Line Theatre, was a member of Peterborough’s
Downtown Business Improvement Area and

“What better way to celebrate the joining of
two artists and to honour my parents, than to
contribute to their legacy and our community
through the fund?” asks Charlie.
The newlyweds were shocked when they
discovered how many guests had donated to the
fund. “The generosity of our friends and family was
so moving! It really felt like a meaningful way to
symbolize the coming together of two families that
care a lot about the arts and Peterborough.”

Donate Now
By making a one time or monthly donation
to an established fund, your gift will help
build a community asset that can respond
to challenges and opportunities facing our
community today and for years to come.
You can direct your gift to your area of
interest, and because all gifts are pooled,
every donation, no matter the size, has
lasting impact.

Your Philanthropy Matters
You care about Peterborough, and you work hard to make this
community a better place. That makes you a philanthropist.
Philanthropy is a quality that exists deep within you, it’s your
generosity of spirit, your desire to help, a firm belief that you
can make a difference.
As your partner in
philanthropy, the
Community Foundation is
your resource to connect
you to the knowledge,
opportunities and partners
you need to make a positive
and lasting change in
Peterborough.

What are you passionate about? What causes
are near to your heart? Where would you like to
see change? What kind of a community are you
working to build?
The Community Foundation is here to help you
create a meaningful and lasting difference in
your community. We work closely with you
to align your values, goals and vision with the
community’s needs in order to make your gift
as impactful as possible.

Meaningful Giving
We work with you to align your values, goals and
vision with the community’s unique and local
needs in order to make your gift as impactful as
possible. Drawing on our knowledge of current
community trends and our network of charitable
organizations, we can help identify opportunities
and solutions that will make a difference in the
causes that matter most to you.

Professional Management
You can depend on the professionalism and
expertise of the Community Foundation to
provide sound financial and administrative
management of your gift. We manage
investments with care to balance risk and return,
while keeping management and administrative
costs to a minimum.

Simplicity and Flexibility
With a variety of ways to give, you can establish a
fund today, plan to give in the future, or contribute
to an existing fund. You can choose to support
your favourite charities, specific areas of interest,
or create unique opportunities for community
investment. Setting up a fund is simple, and the
Community Foundation will help you with every
step, personalizing your experience to offer you
the levels of support, involvement and recognition
you desire.

Lasting Impact
You can build a legacy through your giving.
When your gift is endowed with the Community
Foundation, the principal is never spent, so your
fund will continue to have a positive impact in
our community for generations to come. This
long-term approach means you can help address
complex issues, making a meaningful difference
now and in the future

Your partner in philanthropy
The Foundation has a variety of fund structures to offer
you the levels of support, involvement and recognition you
desire. With a variety of ways to give, you can establish a
fund today, plan to give in the future, or contribute to an
existing fund. You can choose to support your favourite
charities, specific areas of interest, or create unique
opportunities for community investment.

Donor Advised Funds provide donors with

a hands-on approach to giving. You have the
flexibility to recommend grants to the charitable
projects or organizations you want to support.
Successors can also be named to the fund, so
this is an ideal way to involve your family and
encourage a new generation of philanthropists.
BarM5 Fund
Betty & Bill Morris Fund
BG Family Fund
Bierk Art Fund
Boyer Family Charitable Fund
Doug & Carole Cook Charitable Fund*
Good Family Charitable Fund*
Gwen & Bill Brown Fund for the Arts
Kamerin Fund
Kelly-Phillips Family Fund
Linda & Alan Slavin Fund
Moustache Fund
PCVS Legacy Fund
Peterborough Law Association - Bill Carruthers
Fund
Qulliq Fund
Stewart and Clara Lockington Fund*

Field of Interest Funds enable you to

join others in supporting charitable priorities
with a specific focus. You dedicate your funds
to a general area (like Arts & Culture, or the
Environment) and the Foundation directs grants
to specific charities or projects best positioned
to meet current and changing needs in your
chosen field.
Arts & Culture Field of Interest Fund
Hallpike Fund (Children and Youth)
Housing Field of Interest Fund
Jack & Pat Bingleman Fund (Children and Youth)
Michael Edwards Memorial Fund (Environment)

Community Funds harness the generosity

of many donors to collectively support emerging
needs and innovation in the community.
The impact of your gift, no matter the size,
is amplified by this pooled approached.
Community Funds are designed to address a
broad range of urgent and emerging needs and
opportunities in our communities.
Cavan Monaghan Millbrook Legacy Fund
Directors’ Fund
Mayor Bennett Fund
Vital Community Fund

Donor Designated Funds offer you the
opportunity to focus your giving on the causes or
charities that matter the most. You choose the
charities or causes that are close to your heart,
and the Foundation will direct grants to them
from your fund.
Kawartha Muslim Religious Association Fund for
Women & Children
Olive & Doug Kirk Fund
Camp Kawartha Kids Endowment Fund

Agency Endowment Funds provide yearly
grants that help to sustain the programs and
services of the benefitting charities.
GreenUP Fund
Kawartha Land Trust Stewardship Fund
Peterborough Field Naturalists Legacy Fund
Myrtle’s Kitchen Food Security Fund
Otonabee Conservation Fund*

Managed Funds enable charities to invest

long-term assets while keeping management
and administrative costs to a minimum,
entrusting their assets to the sound professional
management of the Foundation.
Art School of Peterborough Fund
Barrett Fund (Peterborough Singers)
Kawartha Land Trust Investment Fund
Market Hall Fund
Peterborough Field Naturalists Investment Fund
Peterborough Singers Reserve Fund

Scholarship Funds provide grants to charities
that distribute specific scholarships, bursaries or
awards to individuals or organizations.
Ferne Cristall English Language Learner Fund
Hailey’s Comet Fund
Judy Heffernan Award Fund
Malinda Morrow Scholarship Fund
Scott Kidd Memorial Fund*

The Social Finance Fund enables the

Foundation to make loans to projects that
support community vitality while offering a
social and financial return.
* New funds established in 2017
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There were five new funds created in 2017 bringing to
52 the number of charitable funds held at the Community
Foundation. The Foundation invests the fund capital, looks
after administration and works with each donor to create a
personalized approach to philanthropy.
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Long-term investments are held in a broadly diversified and conservatively managed portfolio
with the objective of generating a total investment return that preserves capital, delivers
reasonable growth and provides income for granting. Our proven approach recovers the cost
of managing and administering the funds, and establishes a cushion against potential market
declines while minimizing risk and volatility.
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When we invest in our
community, everyone wins

RBC Dominion Securities is
proud to partner with a variety
of charitable organizations
within the Peterborough area.
Thank you for helping us
support the people, ideas and
energy of our city.
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Ten Reasons to Partner with
the Community Foundation
One.
We are your community foundation; a local,
public foundation created by and for the
Peterborough community.
Two.
We work closely with you, as partners in
philanthropy, to align your values and interests
with the needs and opportunities in our
community.

Six.
You can build a permanent fund and respond to
immediate needs, helping ensure a vital future
for our community.

Three.
Your gift will support long-term needs and
opportunities, investing in solutions that
strengthen our community now and in the
future.

Seven.
You have access to the Community Foundation’s
comprehensive knowledge of local priorities,
insight into emerging opportunities and our
network of charitable partners.

Four.
You give to the causes and charities you
care about; knowing that the Community
Foundation’s expertise and community
connections will ensure your gift has a
meaningful impact.

Eight.
You will be connected to a diverse network
of community builders who are working to
stimulate new ideas, build participation and
strengthen community philanthropy.

Five.
You receive highly personalized and flexible
services, with opportunities to give a variety of
assets and offering maximum tax advantage.

Nine.
You can depend on the Community Foundation
to be a professional and accountable steward of
your gift.
Ten.
You can make a lasting difference, working
together with the Community Foundation to
build a vital community for everyone.

705.740.2347
cfgp.ca
info@cfgp
@cfgp_
communityfoundationptbo
202-261 George St. North
Peterborough ON K9J 3G9

Situated on the traditional
territory of the Michi Saagig
Anishinaabe, adjacent to
Haudenosaunee territory
and in the area covered by
the Williams Treaty.

