
20
11

 C
FG

P 
H

IG
H

LI
G

H
TS

SHINING a SPOTLIGHT 
        on PHILANTHROPY



We are pleased to share the first of what will become an annual Highlights 
Report from the Community Foundation of Greater Peterborough. 

Not long ago, the concept of a Community Foundation in the Peterborough 
area was simply a spark of an idea. Today, it is a solid organization, assisting 
individuals, families and businesses within the City and County in fulfilling their 
philanthropic goals, providing grants to the community, and is focused on building 
a vibrant non-profit sector. We are a broad based organization—supporting the 
full spectrum of charitable organizations in the community, from environmental to 
social services, healthcare to the arts and everything in between. 

2011 was a year of tremendous growth for the Community Foundation. In this time 
of constant change, we were, and continue to be, inspired by the positive work 
taking place in our community. We are proud to have had the opportunity to assist 
the residents of Peterborough to build legacies and fulfill charitable goals, while 
also shining a spotlight on philanthropy throughout our City and County. 
The initiatives detailed throughout this report are just some of the ways in which 
the Community Foundation serves Peterborough. We extend our appreciation 
to the many community members, organizations and businesses that have 
supported our efforts over the past year.  We appreciate your contributions and 
the commitment you have made as supporters of our mission. It is this spirit of 
philanthropy that drives our organization. We look forward to continuing our work 
together to provide leadership in meeting the needs of our community well into 
the future. ö

     

Bill Lockington    Andrea Dicks
Chair    Executive Director
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The Community Foundation of Greater Peterborough 
(CFGP) fosters philanthropy through the creation and 
management of endowed and special funds. Our grants to 

registered charities enhance the quality of life for local citizens. 
The Foundation enables all residents to contribute to positive, 
lasting changes in our community. We are a member of a national 
network of more than 180 community foundations across 
Canada. 

The power of creating a fund within the CFGP

By creating a fund within the CFGP, donors share our vision to 
strengthen Peterborough and to make it the best place to live, 
work, learn and grow through the power of giving. 

Whether your dreams involve helping one person or dozens, our 
job is to help realize those dreams. The Community Foundation 
offers a variety of giving vehicles to help make your philanthropy 
more powerful. With every choice, we focus on the administration 
of your giving so you can focus on the impact. We connect your 
philanthropic aspirations to our financial management and grant 
making expertise. 

Choosing where to give

The Community Foundation’s approach to giving is unique in the 
way that we bring donors to the table as community builders, and 
help them formulate their philanthropic goals, matching their 
interests and concerns with community needs and organizations. 
Donors may contribute to any one of our current funds or may 
wish to establish a fund of their own. Because donations to the 
Community Foundation are pooled and invested, each gift – no 
matter the size – has impact. Donors may choose how their gift 
is used and we ensure their needs are met today and that their 
wishes are respected forever. 

• Field of Interest Fund: Allows the donor to designate a 
specific area of interest from which charitable grants can be 
made.

• Designated Fund: Offers donors the opportunity to specify 
which charity(s) they would like to support on an ongoing 
basis.

• Donor Advised Fund: Enables donors to have ongoing 
participation in the selection of charities that will benefit from 
their grants.

• Agency Fund: Offers registered charities the opportunity 
to establish an endowment fund within the Community 
Foundation.

• Managed Fund: A charitable organization entrusts the 
Community Foundation with the management of their funds, 
while they retain ownership.

• Unrestricted Fund: These funds help the Community 
Foundation meet unexpected or emerging local needs that 
cannot always be anticipated. They benefit a broad spectrum 
of charitable work, helping every part of the community. ö

The Community FoundationABOUT
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Charlie Bierk, The Bierk Art Fund and Su Ditta, CFGP Board Member, present inaugural 

grant to Peterborough Singers.



Community Celebration 

At the inaugural community celebration in June 2011, donors, volunteers and grant 
recipients joined together to acknowledge the collective accomplishments of the 
Community Foundation. The event was held at Trent University’s Bagnani Hall and 
featured announcements of grant recipients, new funds, a celebration of various 
milestones of the past year and a look ahead to upcoming initiatives. ö

National Philanthropy Celebration

In honour of National Philanthropy Day, which 
recognizes and celebrates the profound impact 
that philanthropy has made to our lives, our 
communities and our world, the CFGP extended its philanthropic celebrations for the 
entire month of November. Throughout the month, the local community was invited to 
participate in a number of dynamic events. ö
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range of charitable organizations and projects that impact the City and 
County of Peterborough. In 2011, we awarded over $60,000 through 
grants to local charities. 
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2011 Organizational Leadership and Innovation 
Grant Recipients 

The inaugural Organizational Leadership and Innovation Grants program was 
made possible through the generous support of the CFGP Directors’ Fund and 
was designed to provide investments that strengthen the infrastructure and 
leadership of charitable organizations in the City and County of Peterborough. 

The recipients were:

• COIN (Community Opportunity and Innovation Network) – to provide 
leadership, research and logistical support to the multi-sectoral committee it 
is leading to develop a Peterborough Centre for Social Innovation. 

• The New Canadians Centre – to pilot the Peterborough Welcome Pass, 
which will allow newcomers to become familiar with and participate in the 
community’s culture, arts and recreational opportunities.

• The Rural Outreach Centre – to lead a partnership project offering training 
opportunities for non-profit service providers in the county of Peterborough. 

• Trent Radio – to develop an annual Community Radio Workshop Series, 
open to local community organizations. ö

Bierk Art Fund 2011 
Grant Recipients

The Bierk Art Fund, a donor advised 
fund within the CFGP, which honours 
the artistic and cultural contributions 
of Elizabeth and David Bierk through 
support of innovative artistic projects and 
organizations in the City and County of 
Peterborough awarded its inaugural grants 
in 2011. The four recipients selected by the 
Bierk family were: Artspace, Market Hall 
Community Fundraising Campaign, Public 
Energy and Peterborough Singers. ö

“The Peterborough Singers would like to 

express their gratitude in being one of the 

fortunate recipients of the inaugural Bierk 

Art Fund grants. It is such an honour to be 

recognized in this way. Both Elizabeth and 

David Bierk were involved in the growth and 

vitality of the Singers through the years and 

so it is our sincere hope that we may honour 

their memory through our music.” 

– Peterborough Singers

“My parents believed that Peterborough has 

a dynamic cultural life and that the arts are 

one of the most important aspects of such a 

fine community. In addition to paying tribute 

to my parents through the establishment of 

this Fund, our family simply wanted to give 

thanks to the community for everything that 

has been available to us over the years. The 

organizations selected for these grants held a 

special place in their lives and in their hearts. 

On behalf of my entire family—thank you.” 

 – Charlie Bierk 

Bill Lockington, CFGP Board Chair, with 2011 Organizational Leadership and Innovation Grant Recipients.

A Clifford Skarstedt photo – courtesy of The Peterborough Examiner.
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2011 Philanthropy Forum 

The second annual Philanthropy 
Forum on November 15 featured 
interactive sessions, breakthrough 
thinking, networking and a 
celebration of philanthropy 
in Peterborough. Participants 
gained valuable, practical, and 
professional advice regarding 
non-profit risk management, 
succession planning, enhancing 
community profile, social media 
strategies and more. Participants 
were also treated to a reception 
following the Forum which 
featured inspirational fifteen year-
old special guest Bilaal Rajan, 
founder of Making Change Now, 
UNICEF Canada Ambassador, 
and Lakefield College School 
student. ö

We will be a philanthropic leader, catalyst and creative 
                                    force in enhancing and strengthening our community.

ou
r 
vi

si
on

Life is What You Make It: A Concert & Conversation 
with Peter Buffett 

A near-capacity crowd gathered to enjoy an interactive and engaging presentation by 
Peter Buffett, Emmy Award-winning composer, philanthropist and author. 

As the youngest son of legendary investor Warren Buffett, Peter described the reasoning 
behind his father’s decision not to give his children a financial head start in life, and 
how important it is for each person to define his or her own path, regardless of their  
background. Infused with live music performances and video clips from his film, TV, 
and philanthropic work, Peter’s candour and unique talent made for an uplifting and 
inspiring evening. ö 

“I was honored to be a part of the Community Foundation of Greater Peterborough’s National 

Philanthropy Day celebrations. To see such extensive and thoughtful philanthropy happening 

 in the community was truly inspiring.”  – Peter Buffett

CFGP Board Members Bill Lockington, Julie Davis, Betty Morris, Bob Gallagher and Andrea Dicks with Peter Buffett (centre).
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Field of Vision: PhotoSensitive 
and Social Change 

A collection of stunning photos from 20 years 
of PhotoSensitive projects was on display 
during this retrospective exhibition hosted by 
the Community Foundation. PhotoSensitive 
is a non-profit collective of photographers 
whose projects focus on realities with which 
North Americans are familiar, including 
poverty, hunger, illness, racism, ignorance, and 
injustice. It concentrates, too, on their antidotes: 
the hope found in the face of adversity, the 
laughter and love that make the difficulties of 
life tolerable, the simple pleasures that lighten 
dark lives. During the event, PhotoSensitive’s 
founder, Andrew Stawicki, also shared his 
own experiences and thoughts regarding this 
organization’s journey. ö YES
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Can anyone be
 a philanthropist?

3

Absolutely! Philanthropy is a marvelous quality each of us has 
inside. It’s a generosity of spirit, a desire to help, a firm belief you can 
make a real difference in your community regardless of how much or 
how little you have to give.

The Community Foundation of Greater Peterborough can 
help you fulfill your philanthropic dream—big or small—right in the 
Peterborough area. We can help you to  make your dream become a 
reality. Philanthropy resides in everyone, and together we can make 
it flourish right here in our own back yard.   

On Tuesday, November 16, we will recognize National 
Philanthropy Day. We’re celebrating with Peterborough’s 
first Philanthropy Forum, featuring interactive sessions, 
breakthrough thinking, and an  acknowledgment of  the 
amazing philanthropy happening in our own community.

cfgp.ca

“Sometimes we fail to see what is around us. 

PhotoSensitive has tried, through its images to 

deliver some of those realities. We are delighted 

to have had the opportunity to showcase this work 

in Peterborough and participate in the National 

Philanthropy Day initiatives.” – Andrew Stawicki
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cfgp.ca
@cfgp_
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2011 BOARD of DIRECTORS

Bill Lockington (Chair)
Julie Davis
Su Ditta
Bob Gallagher
Janice Green
Michael Harris
Dianne Lister
John Martyn
Verne McKay
Beth McMaster
Betty Morris
Michele Nicholls
Kate Ramsay
Tony Tilly
Carmela Valles
Helene Lowry (Corporate Secretary)
Andrea Dicks (Executive 
Director, Ex-officio)

COMMITTEE MEMBERS

Governance & Nominating
Janice Green (Chair)
Su Ditta
Bob Gallagher
Carmela Valles
Andrea Dicks (Ex-officio)

Finance
Verne McKay (Chair)
Janice Green
Betty Morris
Alan Thomas
Andrea Dicks (Ex-officio)

Marketing & Communications
Michael Harris (Chair)
Gordon Brewerton
Beth McMaster
Angela Rose
Kathryn Verhulst-Rogers
Andrea Dicks (Ex-officio)

Resource Development
Kate Ramsay (Chair)
Su Ditta 
Melissa Doyle
Janice Green
David Hadden
Graham Hart
Matt Holmes
Bill Lockington 
Beth McMaster
Andrea Dicks (Ex-officio)

With the success of 2011 now behind 
us, the Community Foundation 

sees 2012 as an opportunity to build 
upon our achievements and our impact 
in the community. A busy first quarter 
will feature a number of exciting events, 
including the inaugural Mayor Bennett 
Giving Gala and the 2012 Hands Up 
Hockey Challenge in support of the Good 
Samaritan Hands Up Foundation, a fund 
within the Community Foundation of 
Greater Peterborough. Our second annual 
community celebration and third annual 
Philanthropy Forum are examples of the 
other events that will round out a busy 
year ahead.

2012 will also be a time of change within 
our organization. Bill Lockington, who has 
served as the Community Foundation’s 
Board Chair since inception, will step 
down from this role. Bill will remain an 
integral part of our mission in building 
community vitality as our Past Chair. In 
June, Janice Green will transition from 
her current role as Vice Chair to Chair. 
We are all very pleased to welcome Janice 
as our new Board Chair as she brings 
exceptional leadership and commitment 
that will help the Community Foundation 
continue to build momentum and impact.

We believe it is possible for Peterborough 
to be a City and County where community 
life flourishes. We have a tremendous 
opportunity—to help build a vibrant and 
strong Peterborough. We are prepared, 
and have strategies to address the 
charitable needs and the philanthropic 
goals of our community—and we look 
forward to partnering with you to achieve 
these objectives. ö

COMMUNITY PARTNERS
 
Our community partners help advance the work of the Community Foundation. Our sincere appreciation to the 
following businesses and organizations for their continued commitment of time and support. 

Thank you to our many volunteers, donors and supporters 
for your leadership, commitment and dedication.THANK YOU

2012 PREVIEW

202-261 George St. North, 

Peterborough, ON K9J 3G9

705.740.2347 

info@cfgp.ca  www.cfgp.ca
@cfgp_
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Looking ahead 

CFGP Board Members Bill Lockington and Janice Green


