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What “Here For Good” Really Means
About fifteen years ago, a group of people got together to
discuss starting a community foundation to serve charities
and philanthropists in the City and County of Peterborough,
Curve Lake and Hiawatha First Nations. This group’s vision
quickly become a reality and the Community Foundation of
Greater Peterborough made its first grants in 2011. Ten years
later, the Community Foundation has granted $5,578,316 to
177 different charities.

Jenn Harrington

The Foundation’s grants have helped children learn about
nature, arts groups mount performances, and newcomers
feel at home. They’ve also supported people experiencing
homelessness, food insecurity, and mental health issues.

Two social enterprises: the Fulcrum Café and commercial
kitchen at The Mount Community Centre, and CMHA’s “Bed
Bug B’ Gone” service were created with Foundation grants.
Equally important, Foundation grants have helped charities in our
community build their capacity to better meet the needs of those they
serve, and encouraged them to keep doing their indispensable work
during difficult times.
This is what we mean when we say the Community Foundation is
here for good. We work with donors and charitable partners in the
City and County of Peterborough to address complex issues now and
for years to come.
We know you care. We invite you to learn. We ask you to give.
We hope you enjoy reading about some of the year’s highlights
and we look forward to working with you as we build a
vital community for everyone.

Land Acknowledgement
The Community Foundation of Greater Peterborough respectfully
acknowledges that we are located on the Treaty 20 Michi Saagiig
territory and in the traditional territory of the Michi Saagiig and
Chippewa Nations, collectively known as the Williams Treaties First
Nations, which include Curve Lake and Hiawatha First Nations.

The pandemic highlighted the additional barriers faced by racialized
communities, Indigenous people, women, people with disabilities and
others facing systemic inequality. These populations have experienced
a heightened chance of exposure to the virus, social isolation, lack of
access to services and education, worse health outcomes, and adverse
economic repercussions. The Foundation’s 2021 Vital Community
Grant program was geared toward organizations led by and serving
equity seeking groups.

We disbursed 10%
of our assets last
year totalling $1.3
million.

Ten organizations answered the call and received $95,000 between
them. The funding was used to help run peer mentorship programs;
support a group counselling program; sponsor civic literacy work;
provide transportation and childcare subsidies; offer honorariums to
bring in Elders, Traditional knowledge holders, and language speakers to
teach community members and agency staff.
We are grateful to all the donors for supporting this fund, and the
people who have benefited from these grants. Focusing on equity truly
helps to create a vital community for everyone.
4th line Theatre, a Peterborough Arts Alive
grant recipient. Photo by Tristan Peirce.

Thank You to our
Generous Donors
The hopes and dreams of our
donors give life to the grants
and activities of the Foundation.
Thanks go to everyone who shares
our vision of a vital, healthy
community.
In the year ending December 31,
2021, the Community Foundation
received $951,705 in donations
from individuals and organizations,
and a further $395,652 in grants
from other foundations.
For a full list of donors,
visit our website:
cfgp.ca/donors-and-partners/

Meeting Community Need
in a Time of Crisis
The ongoing opioid health crisis has taken lives and tested
communities on a scale never before seen. Driven by an unregulated,
toxic drug supply, the problem only got worse during the COVID-19
pandemic as drug poisonings skyrocketed in Peterborough.
A safe Consumption and Treatment Service (CTS) site in Peterborough
has long been viewed as one way to help prevent overdose deaths and
connect people who use drugs to addictions treatment, mental health
services, and other resources.
When the old Greyhound station on Simcoe Street became available,
Fourcast, in collaboration with PARN-Your Community AIDS Resource
Network and the Peterborough 360 Degree Nurse Practitioner-Led
Clinic, jumped at the chance to secure the building. In the summer of
2021, Fourcast launched a campaign with the Foundation to raise the
necessary funds to renovate the space and turn it into a CTS.
Once again, our community stepped up to meet the challenge and
turned the Light the Way campaign into a resounding success by raising
$160,000 in just a few months. Peterborough’s newly renovated opioid
response hub opened its doors on January 18, 2022.
By working together, we can accomplish great things for our community.

$250,000 to Help Fight Food Insecurity
One of the highlights of 2021 was an out of the blue gift of $250,000
from an anonymous donor. They asked that the money be used to
support food security programs in the community, and the mental
health needs of the staff and volunteers of the charities doing the
front-line work.
The donor understood that food insecurity climbed dramatically
during the pandemic. They also appreciated how hard charity staff
had been working and that worker burnout was on the rise. The donor
trusted the Foundation to use its local knowledge and networks to
distribute the gift for greatest impact throughout Peterborough.

I never would have imagined
a year and a half ago to be
writing a food security grant, let
alone receive one. And yet the
COVID-19 pandemic changed
everything. The need is so great,
and yet we are so comforted by
the outpouring of support that
has provided such welcome relief.
– Kawartha Haliburton
Children’s Foundation

Even before the pandemic, 14.5% of households were food insecure
and, half of all female lone-parent families lived with
food insecurity. COVID-19 and rising food prices
have exacerbated the situation.
For a full list of grants visit cfgp.ca/grants-awarded

Did You Know?

The Almira Grover Foley Fund

The Community Foundation is a
Living Wage employer. The living
wage reflects what people need
to earn to cover the actual costs
of living in their community. In
Peterborough, it is $18.35/hour.

Helping the “poor, the widows & orphans & other virtuous
people of the county of Peterboro.”
Born around 1804 in Grafton, Almira Grover Foley spent most of her
life in Norwood, Ontario and later Peterborough. She and husband
James Foley ran the first general store and post office in Norwood.
Life was difficult in the wilderness of Upper Canada for settlers at
that time but the Foley’s managed to create a good life for themselves
through their own hard work.
Almira’s fierce independence belied a tender heart, which she gave
fully to those who were not as fortunate as she. In her will (1877)
she wrote, “I am grateful to God that he has kept me independent…
because it has left me free, to do as I choose with the means with
which God has blessed me; to him alone am I indebted for what I
have and after the legacies mentioned I give it all to his poor, the
widows & orphans not otherwise provided for & other virtuous but
helpless people of the county of Peterboro.”

Almira Foley and daughter.
Image courtesy of Trent Valley Archives

The Grover Foley Trust was established on Almira’s death and was
managed on behalf of the County of Peterborough by the Bank of
Nova Scotia for nearly one hundred and thirty years.

The Good Neighbours Care Centre purchased
more fresh food with their Food Security Grant.

In 2020, Peterborough County Council approved the transfer of
management of the Trust to the Community Foundation of
Greater Peterborough.

Learn More
About Food
Security
peterborough.trackingprogress.org/indicator/
1-overview-food-security/

“We need to remain viable
and financially stable as we
plan for a new way of doing
things going forward over the
next couple of years. In short,
securing funding is going to
be our biggest challenge.”
– Big Brothers, Big Sisters

YES Shelter for Youth & Families spent their
Food Security Grant on securing food and
kitchen supplies and on the renovation of the
kitchen in the Emergency Shelter.

Increased Demand Met with
Outpouring of Support
Starting in March 2020, our community came together to support a local
response to the COVID-19 pandemic. Since that time, The Community
Response Fund has provided $413,000 in financial assistance for the recovery
needs of charities, and the people they serve. Through multiple lockdowns
and school closures, basics like food and shelter came under grave threat,
as many in our community lost shifts, were laid off, or had to stay home to
care for school-aged children. Mental health providers saw a surge in need as
people struggling to meet their basic needs sought help.
Even with this incredible increase in community generosity, the demand for
services continues as charities work to meet the needs of those who have
been most impacted by COVID.

The Foundation is proud to be the new home of the Almira Grover
Foley Fund and will steward her endowment with that of other likeminded donors to continue the work her fund has done all these
years through grants to charities in Peterborough County.
Including a charitable bequest in your will is a simple way to make
a lasting gift to your community while offering you convenience and
peace of mind. Your donation, directed however you wish, will help
to meaningfully address the challenges facing Peterborough for
decades to come.

New Funds
in 2021:
Almira Grover Foley Fund
Bryan Family Fund
Hospice Peterborough
Future Fund
WB Fund

Funds
As of December 31, 2021, the Community
Foundation holds $13.4 million in assets across
74 different funds. Each fund is unique. Funds
reflect the values and interests of the donors who
establish them. Some funds are dedicated to the
support of a particular agency, others to an issue
or cause that matters to the community. Some
funds are created to remember a loved one,
others to celebrate a personal legacy.
cfgp.ca/established-funds/

Community Foundation
funds by type
Donor Advised

8,931,626

Agency

1,594,305

Designated

1,050,195

Other

537,401

Community/
Field of Interest

472,462

Operating

472,264

Social Finance

354,999

The David and Enid Mitchell Fund

Fund
Spotlight

Helene Lowry,
Recording Secretary

Drawn by an abundance of opportunity in post-war
Peterborough, David Mitchell and Enid Philip both came
to the city from their respective hometowns of Oshawa and
Cannington. He in 1949, and she in the early 1950s. They soon met
while playing badminton on the top floor of the Market Hall at George
and Charlotte, and married not long after.
Enid recalled that she and David “both liked the size and ambience of
the city.” After they married, she says, “He was busy with his building
business, and I with raising our three children.”
In addition to being a successful home builder, David also co-founded
the Peterborough and District Home Builders Association. Enid
found the time to get involved with the Northminster United Church,
Hutchison House, and many other local organizations in canvassing
and money raising projects.
Married for over 60 years at the time of David’s death in 2021, Enid
has decided to continue to give back to the city she calls “the best
place.” “Before David passed away, we decided to establish a fund,”
she says, “to show our appreciation and to support the historic
and musical interests here and also the architectural preservation
programs in the city.”
The Foundation is honoured to help continue the Mitchell’s legacy of
building up, and giving to, their beloved Peterborough.

At every Foundation board meeting, one person faithfully taps
away in the corner, only breaking her silence occasionally to ask
a clarifying question. As the Foundation’s recording secretary, Helene
Lowry wants to be sure she gets the details right. She’s been doing just
that since she first imagined creating the Foundation in the early 2000s.

Build Your Legacy
If you have been inspired
by these stories, and are
considering setting up your own
fund with the Foundation, we
would be delighted to speak
with you.
To learn more about setting up
a fund see:
cfgp.ca/giving/set-up-a-fund
Photo courtesy of Enid Mitchell

Peterborough Hospice Builds
a Fund for the Future
When you, or your loved ones, walk through the front doors of Hospice
Peterborough — you realize immediately that you are not alone.
Hospice offers total support through life-threatening illness, respite for
caregivers, accredited end-of-life care, bereavement care for those left
behind and wellness programs to help families recover and begin to heal
after their loss.

For a full list of the
Funds held by the
Community Foundation,
see cfgp.ca/
established-funds

Photo courtesy of Hospice Peterborough

Volunteer
Profile

Did you know that Hospice Peterborough never charges a fee for any
of these services? Donations ensure every Peterborough City and
County resident, despite their age or income, has access to the same
high-quality palliative and bereavement support.
The Board and management of Hospice Peterborough recognized
they need to cover all their bases when it comes to securing a stable
funding future for their life-changing work. That’s why, in 2021, they
established the Hospice Future Fund at the Community Foundation.
You can make a donation to the Hospice Future Fund today, or you
can leave a gift in your will. Either way, your gift will help provide
safe, comfortable, non-judgemental and welcoming Hospice care for
generations to come.

It was while sitting on the Board of Directors of the Peterborough Affordable
Housing Foundation (PAHF) that the idea for the Community Foundation
of Greater Peterborough first emerged. “Funding for the PAHF came from
the municipal government and when that ran out, the Foundation needed to
re-think its direction,” she says. “Fellow board member John Martyn and I
were fascinated by the idea of a donor-funded Community Foundation and
formed a steering committee to investigate this possibility.”
“Whatever your
passion, the Foundation
offers a way to help
in a responsible,
accountable way.
Grants are informed and
meet the needs of the
moment. This is where
our hearts should be!”

In 2008 the Peterborough Affordable Housing Foundation changed its
charter to become the Community Foundation of Greater Peterborough.
The advantage of a Community Foundation is that its broad mandate
allows it to address the many issues facing the City and County of
Peterborough by supporting the organizations doing the front-line work.
Donors to the Foundation are invited to direct their funds towards the
organizations and causes that most resonate with them, and no gift is too
small. Indeed, all funds are pooled and amplified to maximize their impact.
Helene is an excellent example of what is possible when a person uses
their expertise, passion, and vision to help make their community a better
place. We’re tremendously grateful to Helene for her fourteen years of
service to the Community Foundation she helped create.

Volunteers

Staff

We thank our knowledgeable, passionate, and dedicated volunteer board of
directors for their excellent guidance and support. Special thanks go to Janice
Green and Betty Morris for their many years of inspiring leadership.

We said good-bye to long-time colleagues
John Good and Nicole Gagliardi in 2021.
We’re grateful for their incalculable
individual contributions to the Foundation.
We also bid farewell to Joon Kim and thank
him for his work.

Board Members 2021
Jenn Harrington, Chair
Alan Thomas, Past Chair
Marie Dietrich, Treasurer & Secretary
Graham Culp
Chonee Dennis
Trish Dillabough
Camila Duarte
Robert Graham
Janice Green
Scott Hamilton

Genevieve Lavallee
Hanah McFarlane
Betty Morris
Tom Phillips
Martin Pick
Susan Scott
Justin Sutton
Bill Lockington, Honorary Board
Member
Helene Lowry, Recording Secretary

Thanks to everyone who gave their time to help the Community Foundation
in different ways throughout the year. Please see the full list here:
cfgp.ca/donors-and-partners/

Jennifer DeBues,
Executive Director
Deb Aben,
Finance Manager
Justin Sutton,
Communications Coordinator

Grants

Grants
85 Charities received
grants in 2021. For a
full list see cfgp.ca/
grants-awarded/

The $1.3 million in grants made by the Community Foundation in 2021
reflect the needs of the community, the interests of local donors, and
the priorities of external funders.
Grants by Granting Initiative:
Agency & Agency Designated

125,158

Building Community

137,500

Consumption & Treatment Services

147,580

COVID-19 Community Response

35,500

Donor Advised

270,955

Food Security

245,000

Fund for Gender Equality

140,000

Peterborough Arts Alive

106,100

Vital Community

95,000

Total grants in 2021

$1,301,793

A full list of grants and recipients can be found here:
cfgp.ca/grants-awarded/

Care. Learn. Give.
Ready to Start Your
Philanthropy Journey?
Please Get in Touch.
Jennifer DeBues
Executive Director
705-740-2347
jennifer.debues@cfgp.ca

202-261 George St. North,
Peterborough ON K9J 3G9
705-740-2347 • cfgp.ca • info@cfgp.ca
cfgp_

communityfoundationptbo

communityfoundation_ptbo
#VitalPtbo
The Community Foundation is a public foundation and a registered charity. You can view our
profile on the Canada Revenue Agency website: https://apps.cra-arc.gc.ca/ebci/hacc/srch/pub
Charitable no. 8762 32315 RR0001

